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Letter from the Chairman, no 89
Stockholm March 20thApril 27th 2015 


Dear members and friends of the World Taxpayers Associations!
In 1972 was the first UN conference on the environment in Stockholm. The book – “The Limit to Growth” from the “Club of Rome” became an international best seller. On the cover it is called a “report on the imminent global disaster facing mankind”. The outlook was dark – by now we should be running out of resources, more people would be starving, pollution would stop population growth.  The GNP per capita in China would be about one percent of that in the US. What has happened? Population has correctly more than doubled. The share of people getting less than a full meal per day has gone from around one third of world population to about 15 %. Oil prices have collapsed because of over production.  We have so much food that a lot is wasted. The living standard in many then poor countries has increased dramatically. We know where China and Korea now are economic importance. Higher productivity, new methods, the digital revolution has created a world which then one could not even dream of. Polio is almost eradicated and malaria has decreased rapidly. Should we then believe today’s doom preachers more than those 43 years ago? You decide. The United Nations – a role model for transparency and good internal control? Unfortunately not! David Williams of the Taxpayers Protection Alliance has launched a petition around the UN lead celebration of Press Freedom Day May 3rd. He notes with an example that the UN is not always in practice a leader for press freedom and transparency and would like your support for their petition, which is added at the end of my letter. If you want to support this initiative, send an e-mail to David at davidwilliams@protectingtaxpayers.org
WTA – reaching the millions
We had a question as to how many persons our “members members” would add up to. This is not as easy to answer as one would think – we generally count as members those of course who have paid their member fee or donated in the last year or two. Some organizations can be very important in the local situation without searching to have a large number of members. But based on this kind of calculation we can safely support a figure of over 2 million. If we start to add Internet supported like the 350.000 in France or the large number in Korea it would be more like 3 million! What a great network for activities, sharing of knowledge and successes – and friendships! So we are eager to hear more from you all. WTA wants to be a great reference base also, strengthening your local  platform and activities.
As a small side comment at the conference in 1972 as a young man, together with and American friend, we managed to get the just retired US Secretary of the Interior Walter Hickel from Alaska, to ride in my little SAAB car to meet the demonstrators at the tent camp outside the city on a discontinued airfield. Conference and UN director Maurice Strong came in his limo. The demonstrators were surprised and impressed. The only demonstration became one we also initiated – to put the pressure on stopping the killing of whales we got them to take one of their “hippie busses” and dress it in black like a whale and march through the city! The whaling issue became one of the main ones at the conference…
The economic outlook – a short commentEurope – on the way up?
The purchase manager index, PMI, is a good leading indicator. The index is declining in the US, which is worrisome, even though the growth rate is still projected at 2.5 % - similar to Sweden – and actually Spain, which is showing a good increase from a low level. The projections for China, Germany and most of the EU area are rather stagnant. France has a poor outlook with well below the general EU growth, rather a decline. We know of the Greek problems – but perhaps not of the stunning recovery of Ireland, now the fastest growing economy in the EU at around 4%. While Greece struggles, the Irish show that change is possible – as have countries like the three Baltic states and Iceland. We know of the great difficulties in the Ukraine and of course the Middle East, which quickly could change both the political and economic outlook – and which also makes people in general more careful, rather saving than spending. The Greek crises seem to be getting worse and there are great difficulties in many places – the Ukraine and the refugee pressure on Italy, just to mention two. 
Financially in total there seems to be a budding optimism. One sign being improvement in car sales of more than 10% over all last year – and in Spain even over 40%. The large picture everywhere seems to be of change and insecurity. There are elections in several countries which might change the political landscape. Finland just had a general election leading to a new party combination governing and Great Britain has one May 7th. 

News from member organizationsGovernments spending more than the taxes they take in
The Estonia Taxpayers Association reports the tax pressure at 32.7%, making their tax freedom day on April 30th. In Canada the taxes amount to 43.6%, which is about European average, placing the Tax Freedom Day at June 10th.  The Swedes will have to wait until July 16th, as all the taxes amount to 53.4 % of total income, including social security payments. Calculating and publishing the Tax Freedom Day is a good way to gain publicity and make the public aware of all the hidden taxes they may not be awareThis has been the story in almost all countries. of. Remember to make the calculation based on an average family’s income – for comparison around the world.So also in Sweden where in the 1980’s we had to have one devaluations after the other as the parliament would add more to expenses and cut back on unpopular taxes. The effect was a disappearance of jobs and  much speculation.
In the major tax reform in the early 1990’s, in which the Swedish Tax payers had a major role, a much more stable system was established – including also a drastic lowering of the maximum marginal tax rate from over 80% to 50%. And the establishment of a tax surplus of 1% over an economic cycle. This was achieved over the party bounderies and has held and led to a stable economy and with a debt to GNP declining to under 40%.
It is thus also of importance not only to look at the tax share of GNP but also the share of tax spending relative to GNP. The OECD figures from 2011 show the following relationships in declining order:
Denmark 57.7%, France 55.9%, Finland 55.3%, Belgium 53.5%, Greece 51.8 %. Sweden 51.5%, Austria 50.8%, Slovenia 50.8%, Netherlands 50.1%, Hungary 50.1%, Italy 49.9%. 
Not surprisingly the French debt clock is running at record speed – the debt about to reach 32.000 € per inhabitant! See under www.contribuables.org From their web page you can also reach their “TV channel” – or go directly to https://www.youtube.com/v/EIu5Xyd9WBM
More details on government spending under this link: 
https://data.oecd.org/gga/general-government-spending.htm
Ghana – Taxpayers’ Alliance take a stand on corruption

The NDC government elected on a stand against corruption and promising good governance is proving as corrupt as the predecessors. An estimate is that the level of corruption is about the same as bail out support money from the IMF. The Taxpayers’ Alliance Ghana is taking a stand on this publicizing estimated levels of corruption in different departments. The program to create jobs for 100.000 young people is the worst forcing the government to re-organize this effort.
Asia-Pacific Taxpayers Union meeting in Beijing postposed 
The Chinese taxpayers are reorganizing so the Chinese Taxpayers Union operates independent of the Beijing Taxpayers group. The Chinese Taxpayers Union will represent associations in 32 different provinces in China.

Bjorn Tarras-Wahlberg, chairman of the Asia-Pacific Taxpayers Union, APTU just visited China and comments: 

- This is a great step for the taxpayers movement in China. All of these 32 independent groups are privately financed, they also wish to include an advocacy program for the first time which is remarkable. This also means that the APTU Conference planned for this October will be postponed, the Asian group meeting at the WTA conference 2016.

Armen Yesoyan of the Armenian NGO of Taxpayers and Businessmen’s Rights Protection ask us to visit their Facebook page to give our support in the recognition of the attempten genocide on the Armenian people in 1915. The 100 year anniversary is given special reconition April 24th. Here is the link to their Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/180155515374144/photos/a.716872775035746.1073741831.180155515374144/870735919649430/?type=1&theater
The Australian Taxpayers' Alliance, invites all to attend the 3rd Annual Friedman Conference, organised by the Australian Libertarian Society and the Australian Taxpayers' Alliance.
The Conference will have over 200 attendees, not just from Australia. The conference will be held in Sydney from May 2-3, and you can find further details at https://www.taxpayers.org.au/events/friedmanconference2015. 

In Finland leading up to a national election in April the Taxpayers Association of Finland last week had a hearing with the four leading candidates for Prime Minister and with representatives of the three major parties. The organization has a unique and strong standing in Finland with 238.000 members – more than 10 % of Finnish families! Their magazine, Taloustaito, is also Finland’s largest circulation magazine on business and finance.
The German Taxpayers Association has just published a 27 page booklet called “Frühjahrsputz” or “Spring Cleaning” with interesting graphics and specifics showing how the State can save some 19.6 billion €. You will find it under www.steuerzahler.de
In the United Kingdom the Tax Payers’ Alliance has published a detailed plan on how to balance the national budget. They call for honesty in the ongoing election campaign and challenge the parties to match the savings in their Spending Plan with their own. Here you can get a summary: http://www.taxpayersalliance.com/taxpayers_alliance_publish_the_spending_plan
Members section of the WTA wWeb Ppage released
We are proud to releasehope you have had a chance to visit the members section of our new web pagewebsite this week. We plan to have this section as a real platform for know- how and communication for all the members. We are keen to have your suggestions for additions, news and views.The content will range from links to the home pages of other organizations, know how on fund raising and marketing, international tax facts and reports and even photos from conferences. 
There is a very simple login at the start, but from around June 1st, it will be open to members only with individual passwords.  
To log in now just use as both user and password: wta2015 
And please post your organization’s activity on the member’s blog, which is only accessible with Members Access. To post your news on the members section, please go here:
http://worldtaxpayers.org/members-update/
Here the password is just: wta

Finally – a philosophical piece - The section is far from finished – and should always be active, growing and changing. 
We will have a very simple log in at the start but from around June 1st it will be open to members only with individual passwords.  
To log in now just use as both user and password: WTA2015 
Seminars and training for studentswhy do people work for you?
You might have in your network ambitious university age student, who might benefit from an international training and educational experience. We would recommend the Atlas Leadership Academy, where it also is possible to apply for grants and scholarships. 
You can find the link to their program here: http://www.atlasnetwork.org/academy
There are other institutions and conferences. At the last WTA Conference in Vancouver a group of 12 students were sponsored by Canadian Industry to participate. You might keep this in mind as your network grows – we can help you with other suggestions and contacts as well.Most people would answer –well of course to make money! This might be the major factor in some cases and countries, but research shows a different list of priorities than expected:
1) Most important was the company – the image, the product etc. That is why IKEA comes out tops almost every year on the list where young people want to work!
2) The boss – your employees work for YOU! Worth to remember
3) The tasks – the job itself. Is it interesting enough? Does flexibility give a chance to grow and learn?
4) The colleges – those you work with might not be your best friends, but certainly some of the persons you see the most of! Relationships and friendships are important.
5) Making money – fifth on the list. Not without importance, but aspects like those above might mean your employee might be happier where he or she works, without moving to another job for a few dollars more! 

Suggested reading
I think many will want to read Bill Browder’s book Red Notice - A real-life political thriller about an American financier in the Wild East of Russia, the murder of his principled young tax attorney, and his dangerous mission to expose the Kremlin’s corruption. The reviews are 5 star and the story true and shocking.

Staffan
PS – Do log in to your members section in www.worldtaxpayers.org – just write wta2015 as both user and password!
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Staffan Wennberg 
Chairman World Taxpayers Federation
Associations
Phone+ 46 708 15 04 95
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Petition to the United Nations.

On May 3, the United Nations (UN) will celebrate “World Press Freedom Day,” even though
they have an abysmal track record of press reedom. n October oflat year, at a tobacco.
‘control meeting in Moscow hosted by the UN's World Health Organization (WHO), media were:
banned from reporting and physically removed from the meeting ste. That meeting, complete.
with caviar inners and luxury hotelstays for WHO offical, cost taxpayers from around the.
world approximately $20 millon.

Two years earler, at another WHO tobacco-control meeting in Seoul, South Kores, the same
cabal of unelected and unaccountable international bureaucrats barred media

o date, neither the UN nor the WHO has made any effort to explain why it threw the media
out ofthese taxpayer-funded conferences.

The undersigned taxpayer and free market organizations from around the world are asking the
United Nations for a ful explanation of why this was allowed to happen,

At the foundation of any free and far society s a government that respects the reedom of the:
press and upholds that principle by guarding against any efforts to ilute the open exchange of
news and ideas.

Taxpayers should never be put in a position where thei hard-earned contributions to
government coffers are used to support organizations that do no respect the freedor of the
press. Unfortunately,in the case of the United Nations, this i exactly what taxpayers around
the world are being forced to do.

Numerous other examples of UN-sponsored media sponsorship, including the blacKisting by
the WHO of a prominent reporter investigating that body's faiure to appropriately respond to
last year's West African Ebola outbreak, paint a disturbing portrat o taxpayers unknowingly
funding anti-demoerati actions they would never tolerate by their own governments.

Taxpayers across the globe have a message for the UN: we willnot tolerate our governments
‘wasting taxpayers’ hard-earn money on organizations that do not respect the values we cherish
most and call on governments to cease funding organizations that operate behind closed doors
absent openness and transparency.

Yours,

[SIGNATORIES]
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